DATE


:
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SUBJECT

:
Social Studies

TOPIC

:
Our Telecommunications and Postal Services

CLASS

:
Primary 5 Peace

DURATION

:
60 min

OBJECTIVES
:

By the end of the lesson, pupils should be able to:

1. describe the nine forms of telecommunications;

2. state the function of the Telecommunications Authority of Singapore;

3. identify at least four consequences if the telecommunications system breaks down in Singapore;

4. recognise the importance of the telecommunications system in Singapore.
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The Quiet

Signal
Introduction

Teacher demonstrates to the class the quiet signal.  

When she puts up her hand, everybody stops whatever

they are doing and make eye contact with the Teacher.

Pupils are to signal to their friend who might not have 

seen the Teacher putting up her hand.

5 min

Forms of 

Telecommunications
Development

I    Teacher tells the students that she has 3 situations

      here and she needs her help.  They are to listen 

      carefully:-

· My uncle is very ill.  I need to inform his children in China about him.  What are the possible ways 

of informing them, without me having to leave Singapore? (fax, telephone, send a telegram, email)
· My friend, Jack, has a problem.  His parents had gone to Japan for a vacation.  Unfortunately, an earthquake had occurred in Japan a few hours before.  How can I help Jack to obtain more information about the earthquake and the whereabouts of his parents?

(radio/TV/internet, telephone the embassy/airline)

· This is a very small problem.  Let’s say I am 

outside and my mummy wants to know whether 

I’m going home for dinner.  How can she contact 

me? (pager, mobile phone)
      Teacher presents the situation one by one, then   

      writes students’ responses on the board.

15 min

Main

Ideas or

Concepts
Instructional/

Developmental

 Procedure
Materials 

and 

Resources
Time

Telecommunications
II   Teacher asks students the following questions:-

· What do you call these solutions which you have provided? (telecommunications)
· So, what do you mean by telecommunications?

(the ways by which messages and information are

sent/received over a distance by electronic 

equipment?)
· In Singapore, who is in charge of regulating, 

developing and promoting telecommunications?

(The Telecommunications Authority of S’pore)

10 min

Features of

the telephone
III   Teacher flashes OHT of the different forms of

       telecommunications.  She asks the students:-

· Who invented the telephone? (Al. Graham Bell)
· When was the telephone introduced in S’pore? (1879)
· Who knows how a dial telephone looks like? 

      (ring of numbers)

· What is the difference in the way the telephone

worked in the past and in the present? 

(past:  operators; present:  computerised)

· What are some of the features of the telephone that have made communication more effective 

today? (prerecorded information, call waiting, call transfer, 3-way calling, phone lock, 

do-not-disturb, voicemail, fonemail, caller ID,

speaker & IDD)
OHT

(forms of

telecom.)
7 min


IV  Teacher flashes OHT of thinking points.  She lets

      students to silent read the questions.  Then, she

      gets them to get into their 8 groups of four.  She

      allocates one thinking point to one group with the

      envelope.  She gives them instructions on the

      send-a-problem strategy.  Every group would 

      write down their answers on a piece of paper, 

      inserts it inside the envelope when the Teacher 

      says, “Change!” They would then pass the 

      envelope to the next group.  They will keep 

      passing the envelope until the groups get back 

      their own envelopes.  Every group has 1 min to 

      complete 1 envelope.

V   Teacher gets every group to present all the 

       answers. 
OHT (thinking points)

envelopes 

with the

thinking

points

written on 

the front
10 min

8 min


Conclusion

Teacher concludes the lesson by making the pupils

realise how important the telecommunications system is.  Telecommunications is important to our lives and

to the progress of our country.

5 min
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