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Class Profile: There are 40 high and average ability pupils in the class, all of whom are very interested in English. They have obtained satisfactory results in English most of the time, being independent and sure with instructions. They are also inquisitive and prompt in offering suggestions. They are creative and imaginative, due to constant reading of books and papers. However, the teacher feels that they need to know more about the various ways of expressing their thoughts, not just in speaking. They also need to build up on their vocabulary and try out writing in verse, as well as in prose. They are always “hungry” for stories and news. They have gone through most of the contents of this Unit 4B – Knights, Ladies and Castles – and this lesson is to wrap up what they have learnt. This is also the first time the teacher is going to teach them poetry- writing. The teacher has read some stories related to this theme in the previous lessons, such as Chapters One to Nine of Dragonrise by Kathryn Cave [Appendix 2] and Bella’s Dragon by Chris Powling [Appendix 4].

Theme Knights, Ladies and Castles (PETS 4B – Unit 15)

Skill Focus Writing

Number of periods 2 
Specific Language Objectives: At the end of the lesson, pupils should be able to

· Plan and organize information for a different genre of writing – in this case, poetry-writing – using the appropriate style.

· Reconstruct information from audio and visual stimuli for writing from a different point of view. 

· Gather ideas for a writing task through strategies such as brainstorming, freewriting and collating different ideas.

· Write creatively and imaginatively in free response and/or in response to given stimuli, such as opening lines.

Materials/Resources:
· Whiteboard & whiteboard markers

· OHP

· OHTs of poems [Appendix 1]

· Story -- Dragonrise (for tuning in) [Appendix 2]

· Worksheets (for follow-up activities) [Appendix 3]
Plan:

Approx Time
Task/Activity/Procedures
Resources
Rationale

5 mins

8 mins

10 mins

4 mins

15 mins

5 mins

10 mins

3 mins


1. Teacher continues last few pages of story on Dragonrise to the class and shows the pictures in the book as she reads.

2. Teacher asks pupils to comment on whether they like the story and justify their answers. Teacher instructs that pupils have to raise their hands if they want to answer, and wait for her to pick them before they answer.

3. Pupils volunteer their comments and raise their hands to offer justifications.

4. Teacher asks if pupils know what a poem is. If the answer is positive, pupils have to come up with examples. 

5. Pupils may come up with examples such as nursery rhymes or tongue twisters like Peter Piper.

6. Teacher explains that poetry writing is actually another form of writing, but may not conform to conventional grammatical rules. She shows the class only a few different types of poems, such as poems with different rhyme schemes, definition poems and acrostic poems. She explains that there are more types, which the class can look out for on their own.

7. Teacher then explains that poems can have a rhyme scheme as opposed to none, which is a free verse. She shows the class examples of poems seen earlier, but only those with rhyme schemes.

8. Teacher demonstrates that rhyme schemes may be such as aabb, abab, abacb, and aabaab. 

9. Teacher then asks if pupils know how words rhyme. Pupils come up with examples of words that rhyme.

10. Teacher explains that rhyming words sound alike, partially or totally. She gives examples such as right versus rite, vane versus vein, and think versus wink.

11. Teacher explains that rhyming words may sound totally similar but with different spelling and meaning, like right versus rite, and vane versus vein. Other rhyming words may only sound alike in the final syllable – with or without similar spelling-- such as think versus wink, flower versus sour, and television versus destruction.

12. Pupils are asked to provide some other examples of rhyming words. Teacher writes down some of the examples given by the class to determine if they think the words do rhyme.

13. Teacher informs the class that she would like them to come up with a definition poem with her. She then explains and demonstrates how a definition poem may be composed. The example shown is “Love is…”

14. Teacher explains that pupils can make use of their five senses to describe their feelings related to this theme. She then sets the topic as “Dragons are….”

15. She then specifies that the whole poem must have a rhyme scheme of aabb. This means that consecutive lines must end with rhyming words.

16. Teacher asks pupils to suggest and select the best description of what “dragons are”, using the sense of sight first. 

17. Pupils then come up with suggestions to complete the sentence. They select the one they like best, and Teacher writes their description on the board.

18. Teacher then asks them to suggest phrases connected with the sense of touch. Teacher reminds that the final word must rhyme with the final word in the first line. Pupils, likewise, come up with a few suggestions and choose the one they like best, which Teacher will then write on the board.

19. Teacher then goes on to sense of smell. Pupils also come up with several suggestions, and select one, which the Teacher will write on the board.

20. Teacher proceeds to sense of hearing and sense of taste respectively. She asks the pupils to come up with suggestions. 

21. Pupils then suggest and select the ones they like best, which the Teacher will write on the board as well.

22. When poem is finished, the final words in the first, second and final lines should rhyme with one another; while the third and fourth lines rhyme with each other only. Teacher asks the class if they like the poem they have thought of together. Pupils are to answer and justify their answers.

23. Teacher reiterates that definition poems usually describe and explain emotions, objects, and others. Definition poems may or may not have a rhyme scheme.

24. Teacher then proceeds to get the class to come up with an acrostic poem that has a rhyme scheme of abab. 

25. Before beginning, Teacher explains that an acrostic poem use the letters of a word or words as the first letter of the first word in each sentence. An acrostic poem usually describes the word(s) used. She shows examples of acrostic poems on the OHP.

26. Then, Teacher sets topic as “Knight” and gets pupils to raise their hands to suggest sentences starting with the letter “K”.

27. Pupils raise hands to volunteer suggestions, which they have to select one they like best.

28. Teacher writes their choice on the board. She then asks them to come up with a sentence that starts with “N”, and has a final word that does not rhyme with the final word in the first line. 

29. Pupils offer their suggestions and select the best, which Teacher proceeds to write on the board.

30. Then, Teacher asks them to come up with a sentence starting with “I”, and must end with a word that rhymes with the final word in the first line.

31. Pupils suggest a few sentences, and select the one they like most for Teacher to write on the board.

32. Next, Teacher asks the class to suggest phrases or sentences for “G”, with the final word that rhymes with the last word in the sentence beginning with “N”.

33. Pupils come up with some suggestions and choose the one they think is best, which Teacher then writes on the board.

34. Teacher then asks the class to think of a phrase or sentence starting with the letter “H”, with a final word that must rhyme with the final word in the first and third lines.

35. Pupils then suggest a few and select one they feel they like best, which Teacher writes on the board.

36. Finally, Teacher asks the pupils to think of a sentence or phrase beginning with “T”, with a final word that must rhyme with the last word in the second and fourth lines.

37. Pupils similarly do as what they have done for the above letters. Teacher then writes their suggestion on the board.

38. When done, the finished acrostic poem has a rhyme scheme of abab, which Teacher highlights to the class. Teacher also reviews the style of acrostic poems, by stating that they make use of letters in a word or words to begin with. Then, a word, phrase or sentence is formed with every letter.

39. Teacher then asks which style they like better, out of the two that she has taught them. Pupils are required to answer with reasons to justify their answers.

40. Teacher ends lesson with giving out instructions for follow up activity. She instructs that pupils are to form groups of four each, and complete the tasks printed on the worksheets. Each group will get a worksheet. The groups have to finish the tasks indicated and present their works during the following English lesson. Each group will be given not more than 5 minutes to present, after which they have to submit a copy of their work to the Teacher. 

41. Teacher also reminds that she will be expecting pupils to provide feedback on the tasks given to them after all the presentations have been done.
Story -- Dragonrise 

OHP and OHTs of various poems

OHTs of poems with rhyming couplets, but different rhyme schemes

OHP and OHT of definition poem.

Whiteboard and Whiteboard markers

OHP and OHT of acrostic poems

Whiteboard and whiteboard markers.


· Tuning in.

· Prepare pupils for lesson with audio and visual stimuli.

· Presenting pupils with a familiar form of writing.

· To maintain classroom and pupil management by having pupils raise their hands, and for Teacher to pick pupils who have raised their hands.

· Introducing pupils to a different genre of writing – that is, poetry-writing.

· To determine if pupils have any prior knowledge of poems.

· To improve pupils’ knowledge of poetry.

· To demonstrate different styles of poetry writing.

· To let pupils identify and differentiate rhyming versus non-rhyming words.

· To determine if pupils understand and can explain how words rhyme.

· To enhance pupils’ perception of how words may rhyme.

· To provide pupils with examples so that they may be doubtless about how words may rhyme.

· To determine if pupils know what Teacher has explained to them. 

· To give pupils an opportunity to voice out their thoughts and opinions.

· To let pupils try out poetry writing with guidance.

· To let pupils brainstorm for ideas and voice out their thoughts and feelings.

· To let pupils think creatively in response to opening line.

· To integrate this with Science topic of “Our Senses”, where they can associate their feelings with their body parts.

· To let pupils voice out their opinions and have a sense of satisfaction at doing something new and creative.

· For pupils to practise their communication skills too, especially in terms of speaking and phrasing their emotions. 

· To refresh and reinforce pupils’ understanding of definition poems.

· To introduce a different style of poetry writing.

· To provide pupils with another form of writing to express their thoughts and emotions.

· To reinforce the concept of rhyme scheme.

· To refresh and reinforce pupils’ perception of acrostic poems.

· To allow pupils to express their opinions and preference. 

· For pupils to practise their speaking skill, as a secondary focus. 

· To allow pupils a chance at practising what they have been taught.

· For pupils to enhance their writing skill, in terms of creativity and imagination.
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